Jonathan Swift (1667-1745)

GULLIVER'S TRAVELS (1726)
Fourth voyage

A voyage to the Houyhnhnms
Gulliver's Travels is an account of the voyages that took Lemuel Gulliver, a ship's doctor, to four imaginary lands.
The book is divided into four  parts. Below is a passage from the last part. These are the facts that precede the extract. There has been a mutiny on board Gulliver's ship and he has been abandoned on the coast of a foreign land.
Here is the first encounter.

In this desolate condition I advanced forward, and soon got upon firm ground, where I sat down on a bank to rest myself, and consider what I had best to do. When I was a little refreshed I went up into the country, resolving to deliver myself to the first savages I should meet, and purchase (1) my life from them by some bracelets, glass rings, and other toys which sailors usually provide themselves with in those voyages, and whereof (2) I had some about me. The land was divided by long rows of trees, not regularly planted, but naturally growing; there was great plenty of grass, and several fields of oats. I walked very circumspectly for fear of being surprised, or suddenly shot with an arrow from behind or on either side. I fell into a beaten road, where I saw many tracks of human feet, and some of cows, but most of horses. At last I beheld (3) several animals in a field, and one or two of the same kind sitting in trees. Their shape was very singular and deformed, which a little discomposed (4) me, so that I lay down behind a thicket (5) to observe them better. Some of them coming forward near the place where I lay, gave me an opportunity of distinctly marking' their form. Their heads and breasts were covered with a thick hair, some frizzled (7) and others lank (8); they had beards like goats, and a long ridge (9) of hair down their backs and the fore-parts(10) of their legs and feet, but the rest of their bodies were bare, so that I might see their skins, which were of a brown buff' (11) colour. They had no tails, nor any hair at all on their buttocks, except about the anus; which, I presume, nature had placed there to defend them as they sat on the ground; for this posture they used, as well as lying down, and often stood on their hind (12) feet. They climbed high trees, as nimbly (13) as a squirrel, for they had strong extended claws before and behind, terminating in sharp points, and hooked.


They would often spring and bound and leap with prodigious agility. The fe​males were not so large as the males; they had long lank hair on their heads, but none on their faces, nor any thing more than a sort of down (14) on the rest of their bodies, except about the anus, and pudenda. Their dugs (15) hung between their fore-feet, and often reached almost to the ground as they walked. The hair of both sexes was of several colours, brown, red, black, and yellow. Upon the whole, I never beheld in all my travels so disagreeable an animal, nor one against which I naturally conceived so strong an antipathy. So that thinking I had seen enough, full of contempt and aversion, I got up and pursued the beaten road, hoping it might direct me to the cabin of some Indian. I had not got far when I met one of these creatures full in my way, and coming up directly to me. The ugly monster, when he saw me, distorted several ways every feature of his visage, and stared as at an object he had never seen before; then approaching nearer, lifted up his fore-paw, whether out of curiosity or mischief (16), I could not tell. But I drew my hanger, and gave him a good blow with the flat side of it, for I durst not strike him with the edge, fearing the inhabitants might be provoked against me, if they should come to know that I had killed or maimed (17) any of their cattle. When the beast felt the smart (18) he drew back, and roared so loud that a herd (19) of at least forty came flocking about me from the next field, howling and making odious faces; but I ran to the body of a tree, and leaning my back against it, kept them off by waving my hanger.

Here is the second encounter.

 The two horses came up close to me, looking with great earnestness upon my face and hands. The gray steed20 rubbed my hat all round with his right fore​ hoof, and discomposed it so much that I was forced to adjust it better, by taking it off, and settling it again; whereat both he and his companion (who was a brown bay) (21) appeared to be much surprised; the latter felt the lappet (22) of my coat, and finding it to hang loose about me, they both looked with new signs of wonder. He stroked (23) my right hand, seeming to admire the softness and colour; but he squeezed it so hard between his hoof and his pastern (24), that I was forced to, roar; after which they both touched me with all possible tenderness. They were under great perplexity about my shoes and stockings, which they felt very often neighing to each other, and using various gestures, not unlike those of a philosopher, when he would attempt to solve some new and difficult phenomenon.

Upon the whole, the behaviour of these animals was so orderly and rational, so

acute and judicious, that I at last concluded they must needs be magicians, who had thus metamorphosed themselves upon some design, and seeing a stranger in the way, were resolved to divert themselves with him; or perhaps were really amazed at the sight of a man so very different in habit, feature, and complexion from those who might probably live in so remote a climate. Upon the strength of this reasoning, I ventured to address them in the following manner: Gentlemen, if you be conjurers (25) as I have good cause to believe, you can understand any language; therefore I make bold to let your worships know that I am a poor distressed Englishman driven by his misfortunes upon your coast, and I entreat (26) one of you, to let me ride upon his back, as if he were a real horse, to some house or village where I can be relieved. In return of  which  favour I will make you a you a present of this knife and bracelet I taking them out of my pocket). The two creatures stood silent while I spoke, seeming to listen with great attention; and when I had ended they neighed frequently towards each other, as if they were engaged in serious  conversation. I plainly observed, that their language expressed the passions very well, and the words might with little pains be resolved into an alphabet more easily than the Chinese.

I could frequently distinguish the word Yahoo, which was repeated by each of them several times; and although it was impossible for me to conjecture what it meant, yet while the two horses were busy in conversation, I endeavoured (27) to practise this word upon my tongue; and as soon as they were silent, I boldly pronounced Yahoo in a loud voice, imitating, at the same time, as near as I could, the neighing of a horse; at which they were both visibly surprised, and the gray repeated the same word twice, as if he meant to teach me the right accent,  wherein (28) I spoke after him as well as I could, and found myself perceivably to improve every time, though very far from any degree of perfection. Then the bay tried me with a second word, much harder to be  pronounced; but reducing it to the English orthography, may be spelt thus, Houyhnhnm. I did not succeed in this so well as the former, but after two or three farther trials, I had better fortune; and they both appeared amazed at my capacity.

1. purchase, buy (riscattare). 2. whereof, of  which. 3. beheld, saw (vidi). 4. discomposed, alarmed (sconvolse). 5. thicket, bushes (boschetto). 6. marking, noting (esaminando). 7, frizzled, curly (ricci). 8. lank, straight (lisci). 9. ridge, line (riga). 10. fore-parts, fronts (parti anteriori). 11, buff, faded yellow (marroncino). 12. hind, back (posteriori). 13. nimbly, agilely (agilmente). 14. down, soft hair (peluria). 15. dugs, udders (mammelle). 16. mischief, malice (cattíveria). 17. manned, wounded (ferito). 18. smart, blow (colpo). 19. herd, group (mandria). 20. steed, horse for riding (destriero). 21. bay, type of horse (cavallo baio). 22. lappet, lapel (risvolto). 23. stroked, caressed (accarezzò). 24. pastern, part of horse's toot above hoof (pastorale). 25. conjurers, magicians (maghi). 27. endeavoured, tried (tentai), 28.wherein, in which.
