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Extra language for all parts 
of the Speaking Test 

 
1. When you don't understand: 

Could you say that again, please? 

Could you repeat that, please? 

Please can you explain what you want me to do? 

I'm afraid I don't understand what you want me/us to do. 

I'm sorry, what does  .................... mean? 

I'm sorry, I don't understand what you mean. 

 
2. When you don't know the name of something: 

I don't know the word for this in English. 

It's like a box. 

It's similar to a CD. 

You use it to make a hole in a wall. 

3. Giving yourself time to think what to say: 
 

Well, I suppose, my opinion is that ... 

I'm not really sure what to say, but ... 

It's difficult to say, but ... 

Let me think for a moment ... 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Extra language for Part 1 
of the Speaking Test 

 
4. Introducing yourself: 
 

I'm Maria Gonzalez. 
My name's Maria Gonzalez. 

I'm called Maria Gonzalez. 

But my friends call me Mari. 

 
5. Giving information about yourself: 
Your family: 
I'm from a large/small family. 

I have two (younger) brothers and a(n older) 

My grandmother also lives with us. 

I share a flat with some other students. 
 
Your job/studies: 
 
I live/work/go to school in ... 

I'm studying at high school/university. 

I'm training to be an engineer. 
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I'm a nurse. 

Your free time: 
In my spare time I play computer games. 

I do a lot of sport. 

My hobby is photography 

I don't have much free time, but when I do I like to ... 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Extra language for Part 2 
of the Speaking Test 

6. Making suggestions: 
 
What about going clubbing? 

Shall we buy a ticket? 

We could hire bicycles. 

I think we should catch a bus. 

It would be a good idea to take our mobiles  

Why don't we take a picnic? 

Let's have a party. 

Would you like to go to the cinema? 
 
7. Agreeing: 
I agree with you. 

I completely agree. 

That's (probably) right. 

You could be right. 

Definitely! 

Sure! 

 
8. Disagreeing: 

I can't agree with that. 

In my opinion, that's quite wrong. 

I don't really agree with you about that. 

I see what you mean, but I think… 
 

9 Asking someone else for their ideas: 

 What about you? 

So, what do you think? 

Do you agree? 

How do you feel about this? 

 
10 Accepting that your opinion is different from someone else's 

I don't think we can agree about this. 

We both have our own opinions about it. 
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My opinion/experience isn't the same as yours. 

Let's agree to disagree about that. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Extra language for Part 3 
of the Speaking Test 

11 Saying where a place is: 

It's near/not far from/a long way from here.  

It's in the city/in the country/in the mountains/on the coast. 

It's north of here. 

It's about twenty kilometres south of here.  

It's in the west of the country. 

12 Saying where something is in a picture: 

 It's in the background/foreground/the middle.  

It's on the left/right. 

It's at the top/bottom. 

13 Saying where people are: 

They're in a shop/in a café/in a hotel/in the 
city centre/in a taxi. 

They're on a bus/train/plane. 

They're at home/at work/at school/at the theatre/at the beach. 

 
14 Describing people: 

He's (quite/very) tall/short/fat/thin.  

He's got dark hair. 

She's wearing blue jeans. 

 
15 Making guesses: 

They look happy to me.  

They look like brothers.  

They could be friends.  

They may be students.  

They seem bored. 

Perhaps they've lost something.  

 Maybe they need a lift. 

It's possible that they're strangers.  

They're probably enjoying themselves. 

 
16 Explaining your opinion: 

I (don't) think/believe he's happy because he's (not) smiling. 

She must be tired because she's yawning. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Extra language for Part 4 
of the Speaking Test 

17 Saying what you like: 

I like/love watching music videos.  

I prefer swimming to cycling. 

I'd rather play volleyball than write a letter.  

My favourite colour is pink. 

and dislike: 

I don't really like cooking. 

I'm not very keen on westerns.  

I hate doing housework. 

I never enjoy long journeys. 

18 Talking about plans: 

I want to go to university. 

I'm planning to travel abroad.  

I'm hoping to become a teacher.  

I'm going to study engineering.  

I think I'll probably get a job. 

I'm not sure what I'm going to do. 

 

[Louise Hashemi, Barbara Thomas, PET Practice Tests Plus, Longman, 2003, pp.160-161] 

 


