Listening Transcripts - Class CDs

Student's Book

UNIT 1

Lesson 2
Nicole:
Well, for me, riding the perfect wave is like living your life on the edge. I've been doing this practically all my life. It's an amazing feeling balancing on your board and watching the shore rushing towards you. This sport takes dedication, a lot of hard work and practice if you want to get the hang of it. Once you do though the feeling is unbeatable. You need to be strong and have good balance too. A great advantage of this sport is that you can meet cool guys although most of them think you're no good because you're a girl. I enjoy proving to them how wrong they are. Since I live near the beach I try to go there even in the winter. My mates get so annoyed when we go there to hang out and I rush off to catch that perfect wave instead.

Laura:
Last year my dad and I wanted to try something different so we gave it a go. My first lesson was brilliant. I'd be lying if I said it wasn't frightening. But the more we went the more I enjoyed it and forgot about my fear. I started taking off from small hills but now I go for greater heights. I feel more confident and I love the sense of freedom and adventure you get. You have a bird's eye view of the world and the sea looks magnificent from up there. You definitely need to be fit because there's a great deal of climbing involved. This sport isn't as dangerous as people think. All you have to do is avoid trees and hope for a crash-free landing. Ha, ha! So far, I haven't had any accidents. Unfortunately, this sport isn't good for meeting guys because they're mostly older than I am. My friends think I'm crazy for wasting my weekends on it but I love it!

Sarah:
At first I didn't take it seriously. I started it three years ago to learn self-defence but now I'm even competing. Just recently I won a medal. Although it's fun, it's also a lot of hard work. I train five times a week. This sport is a form of martial art, like karate or judo where you have to kick, punch or throw your opponent on the floor in order to win. As it's a contact sport, it can be quite dangerous and you can hurt yourself pretty badly. I injured my shoulder last year. Going home with bruises, broken bones or strained muscles is something I've got used to. I feel that this sport has done a lot for me. I've become more confident and I feel better about myself. I've made loads of friends here at the club and the guys don't treat us differently because they know we're just as good.
UNIT 2
Lesson 2

Interviewer: Good evening, tonight we have with us quite a remarkable couple, Jill and Nick Robertson...

Nick:
Hello.

Jill:
Hi.

Interviewer: Now, let me get this straight. You spent the whole of last year in a hut, in the Antarctic, with below zero temperatures and with winds of up to 300 kilometres per hour. You must have amazing strength, will, and determination to do this, or are you just crazy?

Nick+Jill:
Ha, ha, ha...

Interviewer: No really, what gave you the idea to do such a thing?

Nick:
We saw an article in a magazine about other couples who had been there. There was an e​mail address at the bottom, so Jill sent for more information and that was it, we were hooked...

Interviewer: The question is, though, why on earth would you want to do something like that?

Jill: I hate it when people ask that. People are always asking me and I just answer, `Why not?' I mean, it's all about adventure.

Interviewer: You can say that again! But surely it was dangerous. Weren't you scared at all?

Jill:
A bit, but before we left we had a training course which we both enjoyed very much. It taught us about surviving in sub-zero conditions. The worst danger we discovered was falling into holes in the ice... that's not much fun, as Nick found out.

Nick:
Don't remind me.

Interviewer: Did you have any contact with the outside world?

Jill:
The hut had a satellite communication device, but we couldn't make it work all the time and when we did it was difficult to get a signal, so we gave up trying to use it.

Interviewer: So you didn't see anyone else for a whole year. 

Nick:
Well, there was that time when...

Jill:
Oh yes, of course. One night we were having our dinner...

Nick:
Tinned salmon again.

Jill:
... and there was this funny noise. Nick thought it was just the wind but it was getting louder, as if it was getting... closer. Suddenly, the room was flooded with light from the window. I was quite frightened to be honest with you. Then, there was this `thud!'

Nick:
I opened the door and found a box outside in the snow. I looked up and saw a helicopter flying away. They were passing nearby and someone told them that we were out there. They dropped us a box with newspapers, magazines and some fresh fruit and vegetables. It was a lovely surprise.

Jill:
But then they were soon gone and we were on our own again.

Interviewer: You must have been terribly lonely at times.

Nick:
And bored. The winter was the worst part, you see, it's dark for months at a time and we were all alone down there, there's no life whatsoever.

Jill:
Apart from two crazy humans...

Nick:
Ha, ha, true...
Interviewer: Now, someone told me that in the Antarctic... . 
UNIT 3

Lesson 2

1.

Hi sis, am I calling at a bad time? I'm sorry to bother you at work, but I really need to talk to you. No... no... it's got nothing to do with the kids. It's Pauline, you know, from next door. I just can't take it anymore. She's become so annoying. I mean, she just doesn't care what others think. She behaves as if she is the only person in the world. Can you imagine she had a party last night in her back garden that went on till early in the morning? I couldn't get any sleep because she had the music blasting all night long. It doesn't bother her in the least that people have to go to work the next day. My friends and I have parties too, sis, but we care about the people around here... Of course I went over to talk to her, but she was so rude... She actually slammed :he door in my face... No I didn't, but if this continues, I'll have -)o other choice but to call the police.

2.

Susan: Hey, John! How are things at home?

John:
Boring. You've got no idea what it's like to have no-one in the house to talk to except your parents.

Susan: Well, at least you've got the room to yourself now. No more sharing.

John:
I know... It's just that the house is so empty now that Matt's away at college.

Susan: Don't worry! You'll get used to it. I had the same problem when my older sister moved away.

John: Just the other day I really needed his opinion on something.

Susan: So why didn't you call him up?

john: I did, but he wasn't there. Sometimes I feel like he has no time for his little brother with all that work he's got at Uni.

3.

Adrian: OK, now. Will you tell me what's up with you? 
Millie: Oh, I can't stand this new guy, Brandon. Adrian: Why? What's wrong with him?

Millie: Well, he has this know-it-all air and thinks that everyone has to listen to him and follow his orders.

Adrian: Really? I didn't get that impression about him.

Millie: Look, we've been trying to organise this school celebration for ages now and as soon as he got involved, he started criticising us with an over-confident voice and making really rude comments.

Adrian: I see what you mean, but...

Millie: It's just that he can't accept that there's nothing realry competitive in this celebration. It's a joint effort and it's really annoying having someone tell you what to do all the time.

SONG

Be good

Responsible, loyal, honest, friendly

I wonder what you are like

and whether we are alike

To have a character of your own 
And not be anybody's clone

Chorus

Be good to each other Like sister and brother 
Be good it's a virtue

Be good it won't hurt you
Ambitious, confident, creative, easy-going

You needn't analyse 
Criticise or advise 
To agree or disagree 
To be or not to be ...
Unit 4
Lesson 2 
Speaker 1

I don't know what to say. I've only been at Farnham Hill for a few months, but I think I've settled in OK. The only problem I have is homework. I spend most of my free time marking. I discussed the matter with the headteacher, but I seem to be the only one complaining. I don't have a problem with the kids, they're OK. However, some of them seem to spend all their break time in the gym. They think every lesson should be PE.

Speaker 2

It's all right I suppose. But I think I prefer my old school. Probably because it was easier. I mean, the deadlines for projects we get are ridiculous. I spent the whole of this weekend trying to finish one - and I got a terrible mark. Is it worth it? I have to say the gym is a big bonus, although we aren't allowed in there as often as we'd like. How are we supposed to practise? One PE lesson a week is not enough.

Speaker 3

Farnham Hill? It's a great school. The teachers really know how to get the best out of students. Three generations of my family went there and we all benefitted from it. Of course, nowadays it's a lot different. The facilities are extremely good. There's a computer room, a swimming pool and a fully-equipped gym. We didn't have all that in my day, you know.
UNIT 5

Lesson 2

Luke:
So what was the film like?

Ellen:
I must say it was better than I thought it would be.
Luke:
Was it anything like the book? Because that was fabulous!

Ellen:
Well, that was the best thing. All the actors, settings and that were just how I had imagined them.

Luke:
Tell me more. What was Hogwarts like? I saw a bit on the trailer.

Ellen:
Brilliant.

Luke: Do you think they used a real school? 
Ellen: They didn't. I read about it on the Net. 
Luke:
So? Was it all filmed in a studio?

Ellen:
Actually, they used lots of different sites around England.

Luke:
Oh! So they did use real places.

Ellen:
Yes, the castle grounds around Hogwarts were filmed at Alnwick Castle. That's where Harry learns to ride his broomstick.

Luke:
Really? I went there once with my parents when I was little.

Ellen:
Well, it was huge!

Luke:
I know, it's the second largest inhabited castle in England.

Ellen:
You mean people live there?

Luke:
Yep. And they've made other films there too, like Robin Hood.

Ellen:
Oh, I thought I'd seen it somewhere before.

Luke:
What about the Hogwarts Express?

Ellen: The train? Well, they used the station in a village called Goathland, which is somewhere in Yorkshire and the steam train was from the old West

Somerset Railway.

Luke:
Tell me about inside the school. The classrooms, the Main Hall?

Ellen:
They must have used special effects to make the enchanted ceiling, I suppose. I do know that some of the school scenes were filmed at Gloucester Cathedral, where they used some of the students from the school next to the cathedral as extras.

Luke:
Wow! Imagine being in the Harry Potter film. Did the extras get to play Quidditch?

Ellen:
No, they were just in the background, around the school and in classes.

Luke:
What about the stadium at Hogwarts? You know, where they play Quidditch...

Ellen:
I'm not sure. A lot of it was filmed at Leavesden Studios. So they might have done it there.

Luke:
With computer graphics and stuff.

Ellen:
Yeah. The film was full of great special effects.

Luke:
That's it! I'm going to see it tonight.

Ellen:
I'll come with you!

Luke:
Again? It must be good!
UNIT 6

Lesson 2

Kelly:
Good evening. Tonight on "Green Talk" we have an environmental specialist with a different point of view. Dr Carl Olsen. Welcome, Carl.

Carl:
Thank you, Kelly.

Kelly:
So, Carl, let me get this straight. You believe there's nothing wrong with the environment.

Carl: No, no. People often make this mistake. I'm not saying there are no problems, but they are not as serious as some environmentalists will have you believe.

Kelly:
So, you're against environmentalists?

Carl:
It's funny you should say that. You see, I used to be a strong green supporter.

Kelly:
Really? What made you change your mind?

Carl:
One day I read an article which argued that the environment was doing better than ever. I was so angry that I decided to prove it wrong. But after I'd done quite a lot of research, I realised the person who wrote it was actually right.

Kelly:
What do you mean?

Carl: Well, everybody seems to believe that we will run out of fossil fuels. That's nonsense! In fact, it's unlikely that we'll continue using fossil fuels in the future. The oil age won't end because we will run out of oil, but because we'll be using more of the alternative sources of energy, like the sun, wind and sea...

Kelly: I see. What about pollution? It seems to be a big problem in lots of cities, what with the burning of fossil fuels, cars, industries...

Carl:
I think that the air and water are becoming less and less polluted. Many countries have done a lot to reduce pollution and this has considerably helped solve the problem.

Kelly:
Right. But surely global warming is a threat to our environment. If the climate becomes warmer, the ice on the Poles will melt, the level of the sea will rise and we'll have floods.

Carl:
Don't worry Kelly, we're not going to drown. The temperature is rising, I'm not saying it isn't. It's increasing between 2 to 3 degrees Celsius, not 5 degrees as some people like to believe. Besides, it will fall once fossil fuels are replaced.

Kelly:
Yes, but by the time that happens, the environment will be a lot less green.

Carl:
It might sound funny to you, but global warming will actually make the Earth greener. There's proof already. And contrary to what others believe, human health could also improve from this climate change. More people die from cold weather than from the heat. Isn't that so?

Kelly:
You've got a point there Carl, but I can't... .
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